Cirestings to you in Cheist Lovely Mame? Christians are by default, disciples of Chrisy
CUne cannot be § Christian without being a disciple.

The Marks of True Discipleship

In the Parable of the Sower (Luke §:4-15), Jesus said
that difforent people would respond to the gospel in
different ways. Many will initialty hear and obey the
iruth, bul not all of these will keep the faith with
endirance, Some will beoome snfnithful and & eway.
Those who “have ao rool, ® for exsmple, may "believe
for & while,” bul in time of tomptation they wilj fall
awary (v, 13 SHll ofhers wre "choked with cires, riches,
nnd pleaswres of lile"™ leex said that these will "bring no Fut o maiurity™ {'-' 143

The truth of the mafier 1=, it lakes & cofam kind of characior (o
seck God GEithfully, snd not everyone will choase 1o have il
kind of characeer. The call of the gospel separates those who
leve a “root”™ n hemielves from those whe do nol. Knowing
this ought to stimulsie some serious thought concerning our
owm selves, Do we personally have what it takes? Are
we willing 1o be kike those who have the strong inner
character the gospel calls for? Seeking God requints
*Three C's™: courage, commitment, and confession, IT
we are nol willing 0 pay the price i each al these
mreas, then we e 6ol ssrous @ bemg a disciple

Courgge. At the very lesst, i takes courage o follow the Lord In Rew. 21K the
fearful, or cowardly, head the list of ihose who will be lost. Courage s fortiude in the



face of danger, and we can be sure that the devil is going to make our discipleship to
Christ as dangerous as he can. But whatever loss the devil may threaten us with, we can
have the cowrape thal comes from faith, which is the willmgness to take real risks based
upan our trust that God will save us. The person whose main objective is to protect
himself and play it safe will never be o faithful follower of the Lord. The risks are real,
the attnck by lerrorisis al New York's World Trade Center is a sober reminder, the
losses in this world may be great, and it is only the courageous people of faith who will
fight nnd keep on fighting until the last battle is won.

Commiimens. Withoul the making of a genuine commitment to God, we will not stand
very long in the face of what the devil can throw st us. The faith necessary for our
salvation in God involves far more than a whim or passing mood. Meither wishful
thinking nor simply “giving it a try® will suffice. If we propose to follow Christ, we
must hiave the character that is capable of making a genuine pledge to actually do what
we've decided to do. James urges us to “purify” our hearts of double-mindedness:
“Draw near 1o God and He will draw near to you. Cleanss your hinds, you sinners; and
purily your hearts, you double-mmded” (James 4:8). There is no preater nesd inour day
than for thoss who profess to be the Lord's disciples to make up tirelr minds decisively
and focus their hearts on God with a desp-down commitment. OF course commitment
also invobees sacrificial cosi We need (o count the ¢ost of discipleship and not turn

back (Luke 9:26)..

Confesvion. Secret commitments do not hold up nearly as well as public ones, and so it
ought not to surprise us that the Lord requires that we publicly confess we believed in
Him and committed ourselves to being His disciples (Rom 10:9,10; 1 Tim 6:12,13),
Like Jesus Himself, the "Faithful and True Witness™ (Rev 3:14) who never failed to
acknowledge publicly what He knew to be true privately, we must be willing to die
rather then cover up or hide our conviclions and our Sommitment to Christ. So
important is our confession that the Hebrew writer speaks of it as the very thing that
must be "held fast® if we are to reach heavon. He wrote, “Seeing thon that we have n
great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, lot us hofd
Jast owr confession”™ (Heb 4:14) and "Let us hold fast e confession of our hope without
wavering, for He who promised is Rithful™ (Heb 10:23),

So being the faithful disciple of Christ requires courage, comnitment, und confession,
But Jet us ot misunderstand: the fact that we may not "have what it takes" docs not
mean that we ane bom one way o the other by God's predestination. Salvation |3 a lree
gift of God but character is a matier of choice, and the choioce is our owi. Our “heart” is
determined by the many free-will decisions we make every day. Some of these are big



and others are little. But together they all add up to the sum total of that which is called
our "character."

Because our choices make our character, we can change from one "heart" to another. In
fact, this is precisely what is involved in being "converted" to Christ. Such a
“conversion" is not optional. Jesus said that we must change: "Assuredly, I say to you,
unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the
kingdom of heaven" (Matt 18:3). Whatever we've been in the past, do we today have
courage? Are we willing lo make a genuine commitment to God? Will our lives be
characterized by a faithful confession of our commitment as long as we live? If so, we
have the makings of true discipleship!

Paaton Wantin Yee

L

15 stil i Control

by Rev Henry Kong

This past Tuesday night, I attended a leadership
awareness meeting. When [ returned home, my phone
started to ring throughout the night with news of WTC, NYC
tragedy. Since [ was at the meeting, I was totally unaware of
what took place although I have been alerted by email of plane crashes in
USA. Immediately, I turned on the TV and tuned to CNN, then BBC and
finally to Channel News Asia, where I got hold of a number to call and
rang up the CK Lees whose son, Seng was staying in the Lower
Manhattan area.

For most of us, the tragedy was like something oul of a James Bond movie. My family stayed at
the WTC when we were in NYC. We even took a ride up o the top for a view of that great city.
It is very strange now to look at NYC skyline without the famous twin lowers. The thing that
numb me most was not the graphic live vidcos but the recorded voices of the victims who were
desperately calling their love ones with their final message.

Although what happened is very far away. the extent of the destruction and the scope of it is
such, that none of us can go back to business as usual. How do you respond to humanity
inhumanity to mankind? How do you reconcile the reaction of people dancing and rejoicing in



the sireets of Pabesting orving. "COod in gresti® @ the grave evil thal was done? When senieless
iragedien happen wha do we do? In ihils anlele, | wani io refer o 3 ol the sensoless irgedion in
ile Bible and deaw lessons thi fiay serve @8 an anchar for o seuls ol lmes sich o these, The )
events that 1 will reler 1o are Uioh's deatly, Christ’s crucifidion and the persecullon of ey
Chrisiinng, All ilese, |n & wiy, arc seincless (medies ond are clther self=infllced, nficel by
our fellowmen or by our enemies, I all of these cvenis, like the WTC iragody, they nre
Fismpnity's Inhumanily w mankind - senselean tragedies, When ihey happen, like ihe WTC
trngedy this past Tuesday, whil do we da?

The bond of brotherhood is sirangiiened

When "Senseless” Tragedies Happena... | belleve thai the bond of broiherbood I3 sirengihensd
As our eyes are gloed o the TV on Tuesdoy nighl, | believe we all feed o common semic of
oisirage that whal happened |3 po longer regarded in isolation, bl sgalngl every civilised human
being The bibile iells us that in the early chisrch, Christimns wore perecuicd severcly. There was
no woy that they could delerd ihemselved, 8o they had 10 leave thelr homes, like rofugees ang
werg scatlened everywhers,

Mg B1) =4 records “And tere arcae on thal day o gresl persecullon agalng ihe church which was
in Jerusalem; and wire all scatiered abrosd ihvoughout 1he regions of Judsen mnd Samasria,
enoepl ihe sposiies., B Saul ald wasie ibe church, enteripg inlo every house, amd dragging men
aid wornen commblied ithem o prison. They terefore (hal were soaitered abroud, wend ahoul
prenching ihe word,”

The Bible tells us thai there was & gresl perseculion. One of the cause of this senscless ragedy
v i man called Said, Verse J say (b he [akd waste ihe church and carried oul howseshouse
searchen. As many s he could wncover, every Christian wene pul fnio prison. Bul what wos the
resull? Though ihey were scallered abvoad, they were bond ogether by their falth, unlty and
determination to preach the word

50 it is il times soch 5y thia, thal we hase nover scen belore Amerjca &5 unlied a5 this, NATO 8
indted @ this end countries of the world with the exception of o hand i, ss niter] = thie Our
enemicy iay plon and plot all kinds of evil sgainsl us - senscless inhumanily against humanity,
hoplng o destroy our will povsrer mwd wipe s friem our every exlsience. Bui once the silusiion is
scoesied wnd we figurs whal odds we are agaimt. and how we will respond 1o ihis fragic cvil, we
arw all & ong in reiisiing overcoming sl conquering L Pemooution has pever b the charch
nor deseoyed any couse; miher [ Fes proven that f will sirergthen the band of Broiherhood and
likos pobd tnied by fire, become wromger han ever.

We are driven o Prayer

When "Hensclesn™ Tragedien Happers . we are driven 10 Prayer B is cutremely difficull for mere
hiemins o repond o the semsias ragedies thal e done sgeiml 5. Owr firm reschon B o
enswre (el duch an insadem muat ool be sliowed 1o repeal Bseil Thes we iy 1o hin hack sl
device witys of mecting Ewoe with broe. Al the end ol the day, we sink = low 35 these people -
himhng oesl with halrad revenge and every selibh molivatior.



My first response after the horrific tragedy sank in my mind, in this order, is to first pray for the
victims, then the helpers who are trying to rescue and heal and following, for those in authority
that they might do the right thing.

The Bible tells us that Isaiah wrote in chapter 6:1 that "In the year that king Uzziah died | saw the
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple." Here is another
senseless tragedy, but not in the scope or extend of Acts 8. It focuses on one person only but he
was an important person, the king - the Hope of Israel.

These were bad times for the people of God. The kingdom of Israel was divided into two
factions. 10 tribes have forsaken God and are now worshipping idols in Samaria. Only 2 tribes -
Benjamin & Judea are faithful, but they had a series of bad and wicked kings. Uzziah became
king when he was only 16 years old. For about 30 years, he ruled faithfully and returned Judea to
much of her former glory. However, because of his pride in latter years, he was striken with
leprosy by God. And even though he was one of the greatest kings, he was not remembered for
his accomplishments but his great fall - as the leper king,

Isaiah, the prophet of God at these times was related to king Uzziah. So in the year that the king
died, he was mourning not only the loss of his king and his relative, but also the hope of Judea. |
can guess what he must be thinking - "Uzziah had accomplished so much, brought us all back to
God. He could have done more but because of his sin, God inflicted him with leprosy. It was
such a senseless tragedy..."

In the midst of his grief, sense of loss and sorrow, the Bible introduces one of its great worship
scenes. 1 put it to you, that faced with such a tragedy as the WTC event, we dare not take it upon
ourselves to decide the next step, but wholly lean on the Lord for his perspective and direction.

We gain new Insights -
When “Senseless” Tragedies Happens... We gain new Insights, Every time [ think of the
crucifixion of Jesus, I wondered how things could get so out of hand, for a crowd consisting of
His fellowmen, who has seen Him done nothing but good... then hail Him King in His triumphant
entry to Jerulsalem... could be so fickle that they can be manupulated by evil men, disguised as
religious leaders to cry for the release of ‘Barabas’, a wrong doer and then turn against Him,
crying ‘crucify Him, crucify Him’. What a senseless tragedy this is, the day we murdered God’s
only Son! Yet out of the grave, rose the ressurected Christ and it is out of senseless tragedies like
this we gain new insights.

In Luke 24:13-31, we read "And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named
Emmaus, which was threescore furlongs from Jerusalem. And they communed with each other of
all these things which had happened. And it came to pass, while they communed and questioned
together, that Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. But their eyes were holden that they
should not know him. " Here we have 2 guys like us, numbed by the horrific event and still
unable to come to terms that they actually crucified our Saviour.



"17 And he said unto them, What communications are these that ye have one with another, as ye
walk? And they stood still, looking sad. And one of them, named Cleopas, answering said unto
him, Dost thou alone sojourn in Jerusalem and not know the things which are come to pass there
in these days? " What? You are in NYC and did not even noticed that the twin towers are no
longer there? Don't you have CNN on your TV?

"19 And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto him, The things concerning Jesus
the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people: and
how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified
him. But we hoped that it was he who should redeem Israel. Yea and besides all this, it is now the
third day since these things came to pass."” These people were hoping against hope...

"Moreover certain women of our company amazed us, having been early at the tomb; and when
they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, who said
that he was alive. And certain of them that were with us went to the tomb, and found it even so as
the women had said: but him they saw not."

"25 And he said unto them, O foolish men, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets
have spoken! Behooved it not the Christ to suffer these things, and to enter into his glory? And
beginning from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the
things concerning himself."

"28 And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they were going: and he made as though he
would go further. And they constrained him, saying, Abide with us; for it is toward evening, and
the day is now far spent. And he went in to abide with them. And it came to pass, when he had
sat down with them to meat, he took the bread and blessed; and breaking it he gave to them. 31
And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight.”

Often, it is in times like these, that our eyes are open, when the important things in life stands out
in stark contrast to the routine, so that it can no longer be ignored or side-stepped. What are some
insights we can glean from the WTC tragedy?

1. The vulnerability of human life. In one swift blow after another, at the heart of the greatest city
in the modern world, an estimated 10,000 lives were lost.

2. The fraility of human endeavours. Who amongst us would believe if I told you on Monday,
last week that the WTC twin towers will no longer stand? You would probably faugh me to
scorn, and try as [ may, at that time, [ could not figure out how it would be possible either.

3. Most of all, we reaffirm that God is in charge at all times, for without Him nothing make
sense. With Him, there is hope purpose and meaning



11 tnas thut frag Is the place of ancient Babylon, But
what & modern Babylon? Consides these words

“Far pou v trusiva @ your wickedngss,

Yaw hevew s, ‘Wo ane geis me')

Your wisdow ang pow kroneiodpd have warpad you
At vow b Toid P o sy

 am, and there i mo oae elte bivides me *
Thergfore evil shaill foll wpew you,

Youw will nx be abile i put it off

And derodation shall ¢ ume spon vom 1 ddeng:
Wich yo thil mor dmow * (Isaizh 47:10-11)

Previt 16 e above guote we neagd:

“Ferefore haar iz now, yow who are given 1o pleatures.
Wity dwall siveuraty,

Wi sy im your beari,

Vam oond thaive & mo ane cire besides me-

{ whiali o gt @ wiido,

Mo shall | know the lods af children’.

i these twe Dhings rhall come b you

14 0 ey i oewr

The baay of children, amd widowhood |~

{bnduh 47510

Did you know that during the Afighan War
in the ‘B0s, it was America’s CLA that
trained snd armed Osama bin Ladan, the
prime suspect of the Mew York city terror
atack? Thal Sept 1] was the mnndversary of
Ueorge W Bush's speech 1o Congress in
1990 thal heralded the war againg lrag? It
was also the anniversary of the Camp Duvidl
nccords, which signaled the US "buy-out of
Egypl as any countervil ling force for
Palestnian rights in the Middle Fae *

All over the finy {aland, pecple
wilh Fisndphicairs wers
Cekgug cach othes hat the
Iith contury seer Mostradams
had somehow predicied the
World Trade Certer disamicr.
Here wan the popudsr mottage

"It has boen Freseen that
extcily throe bundred and Sty
yours inko the e, tHver
phoenizes akall sirike down the
twin beothers of appresilon
That carried ihe king's nation,
impocalypie” - Moitradamius
{Sept 11, 184 1)

They than added 1631 5 150 w
= Sept 10, 3001

Linfortunusely, Mosirsdamus
died in | 366




Jerry, Jenny, Jedidiah and Jeswyn LAM
24 Cloud Estate, Off lalan Green
03150 Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia

Tel : 082-425295, 234426, 015-8261024

Fax - 082-421827 Email : Jﬂrrylam@,&m net.my

Dear partnars in minisiry,

Months heve passed
before we realize thal it
was several months ago
that we last updaled you

Thank you for praying
and supporting us over
the past months I's
been an encouragement
to hear from some of
you, Your communicalion lamadded
bonus.

CUR CO-WORKERS

Singe our iasl updale, the possibility of
another couple joining us has been
confimmed. Benny & .Jade joined our
leam in Samawak since March Ihis
year, They are based in Sibu, having
most minisiries with the Chinese-
speaking churches. Jade is fluent in
Mandarin and Foochow {main dialec
there) ard Benmy s re-aclivaling his
Mandatin. Ouw olher co-workers,
FPagag & Saran have setlled well in
Mir buf are adjusting fo life with & new
baby. They have been greal in making
more inmads with the BM & Lun
Bawang churches, which abounds in
& arcursd Miri.

OUR MINISTRY AND TRIFS
We confinue to network with the
churches In and around Kuching God

’ deyh s ]:Arrﬂng Mamiam:l well (n her kindy

and JD has picked up a falr bit of BM in
Primary 1. They continue to enjoy playing
together. “And sometimes we hight.” says 0.

has alko opened more doors for
miréstry in the past few months. In this
year's misshons weekend, Janny look
the kids lor @ moming of Interachive
mizslons programme. She was hoarsa
after 3 hours wilh them but the kids
showed they had a positive input =
mary shared exclied whal they learni
with theair panenis.

During the 11-days school holidays in
May-Jduna, we wenl [o Wesl Malaysia
where wa allended a church camp in
Cameron Highlands, visited Jerry's
sisler in Penang, shared n a church in
Taiping and spends some days in KL.
It was really good 1o see Jermry's sisier
& family going on with the Lord affer

coming o HIM last year. They
arranged for us lo share in their cell

group.

In July we drove fo Min for a weekend.
We really fell the Lord ordained it
when we saw His hand in providing a
gifi specifically for the fuel and
enabling us minisiering (o the people,
We were also able io spand lime with
Fagag & Saran and zes iheir new
godilion. JD & Jeswyn was exciled
with the litlle baby!

Af the end of July, Jerry wenl fo Kola
Kinabalu lo help our Sabah co-worker
lo sel up and run the OM booth and
bock-labie al the 4-days Asian Pacific
Consullation on Discipleship.

In mid-dugust we bkad tha OM

 Malaysia Board and stafl meeling

here in Kuching. It was a good time of
gel-fogether end  discussions.  OM
Malaysia slaff & a board member
shared in services of 5 churches in
Kuching that Sunday.

With ihe decentralizing of the Sarawak
office, we are exploang the possibility
of mowing the office back to the

house. But thal involves iy
some exiension & we are
cracking our heads how lo \——bis
best do .. Pray lor wisdom. ;

LOGKING AHEAL:

Anmie from Lawas is expected to join
the Doulos for 2 years this Seplember,
Wa expect to be in Sibu in Saptember.
Coulos in tentalively planned 1o ba in
Kuching lor a week in MNovember
Anather ministry trip in December?

FAMILY NEWS:

Jenmy's asthma has mpooved
remandously the pasl few months
with anly one minor atlack. Thank you,
Lord for your healing. Jerry says, “Life
Is greal.! God s doing great things
and I'm expedling God o do grealer
things Il our minisiry,”

Ve are thankliul o you for standing
behind ws in our mardstry, You are our
vilal supporl. “Moreover, God is abile
o make every grace abundant for
you, so thal In all things, always
having afl you need, you may have an

sbundance for every good work.”™ 2
Cor &8

UPDATE 2 /01 : Aug 2001

Sirails Times, 25h August 2001
BLISINESS PROSPECTS

"Remem ber, it wasn't
raining when Noah build
the ark."

Howard Ruff

Some comtieniators believe that Moah lived
irva part of the land where they handly
experiEnee rain, -So he must have had grea
{aith 1o bulld ar ok e the middle of (he Lnad,
when the sea i3 nowhene in sighl

IT b buned semited until the fird clouds
appeared in the sky, il would hove been oo
Inie to complcte the ark,

Are the clowds a e bordzen alresdy?
Mantin Chealt




Let’'s talk about:

£HURCH HOPPING & CHURCH GROWTH

There nre job-lioppers, country  hopper
{migraata) snd church-hoppers.

Amon g the hoppers, some hnve landed on
precner pasires of seithed on lsnds thed
reward dvom with better produce for dveir
labour {or Mowing with sweeter milk and
honeyt, olliers have just besn rolling siones
jathering no moss

Jusi iy ebout chirch hoppers, there are
nll kinds of reasond for poople o grow
springs om (hesr foel, botl | do nol slway
usdersinfd fher ogic 1 & nol that they
certainty do mot have any logic, just thai
my frodl mind can meliher grasp (1 nor Rad
e wisdoin to follow it for my own gain
sgainst the wole ahemnative of & "spartually
sagnant” {if nol “reirogressive’, O3 Soena
might wanl e to contemplale) evistenoe
heve in JOC with #is “wtifling” simosphere
and a  physically  old-fashioned  amdl
‘uninspiring’ building thal quakes every
Liimee m hioawy fruck rumbiles by,

My pastors and Coumcil lenders may Teel
wotd, very md aideed, 1o repd whinf 1 have
Jusi commenied aboeil the sparifual aad
physical enwvironmend  of
JCC, save wath a Inille
ponsolation  froon  dhe
wfiening effect of the
wnveried-covmma

enclosures | have pul in
place for & FEw ey

adjectives

A llitle more seniously @S
wpeaking, our  lesders  may hl: very
concerned ilal sheop we nal growing bui
are being tempted by other crowd-puller

churches housed in grand bulldings with
the lsiest saie of the an architectare and
fcilitbes, ored powersl by highly
charismatic pulpl speakers who are hlessed
wilh & commanding spirilual surs sround
thierm whenever Thor longucs & loosened.

Pevsonally. | am absolutely not bothered if
our sheep fewd better grazing felds snd
thaveby grow in spiril and ith whore they
feel comfortable, exemplified by (heir
developing servanthood & the Lord's
service. Ulhimadely, there s no lows o
God's Kinglom sines ‘wherever thess
spirinmily emergent sheep are, they ure still
within the Church Universal, the Clrch
prociaiming oo Lord asd Seviowr et
the Christ. Thes i all good, so why should
we |ose sleep over ihem I we know hat
they are under capable shepherds who are
over 5o ready b0 help o ot in oar deficiont
arens oo thus enabling us 1o spwe Inore
enerjty on our wrehs of srenph? 11 wosld
be s thame snd nost widiristisn-like Tor
focal charches to compets with oo enather
for members jusl 1o ave mumbers o wiold
{0 encoaragemient or boasting!

However, wlen  shisp
move from oie grcng
field 1o anolher and
begin o gow 0
boldnoss  meving  bock
and forth beiween fekds
braymg loodly abowt
their  new  wonderful
discoveries bul with no
niw mnd hefler wool as
ﬂdmn: of improved productivity 0 Ao
for ther supposcdly hetter  [emding
gleewhere than lere. 01 In not only our



leaders here in JCC who have to be ‘very
concerned, but also the shepherds at the
alternative pasture who are drawing these
sheep that would not produce enhanced
wool despite the excellent nourishment that
they keep braying praises about.

blessing received? Or does he think that
going to a church is just for entertainment
with a display of thrilling and impressive
spiritual sparklers, and with heart-warming
homilies to take home as keepsakes, but
with minimal or no personal participation
in the whole scheme of Christian worship

If a Christian feels
that in one local
church, nine out of
ten things are not
right and he is
deprived of

at each other.

In the final day of accounting before the
Lord, what counts
performance and neither shepherds nor
sheep will have any excuse to point a finger

and service?
is our individual | Basically, we are
in Church not to
be served, but to
serve. Consider

spiritual exultation
and thereby he is compromised in his
Christian service, he should do either of
two things. Firstly, this local church badly
needs him to contribute his talents with
Christian humility to improve the state of
affairs. He should accept this challenge
because he is part of the body of Christ that
is this church. In other words, the state of
affairs of this church reflects on the body of
Christ of which he is a part. Alternatively,
it may be that the existing problems are too
big for him and he cannot be faulted for
wanting to breathe fresh air elsewhere so
that he can be more energised to discharge
his Christian duty. Well, if this were the
case, he should go where the air is indeed
fresh enough to enable him to be more
energised as he wishes. If instead, he goes
somewhere claiming the air is much fresher
there and the spiritual food much more
nourishing, yet over there as here he still
finds himself without spiritual unction to
play a meaningful part in Christian duty,
what good do the fresh air and the excellent
food do to him? For all the fresh air and
good food he enjoys, does he not feel any
urging to volunteer a service out of
gratitude by helping out his host in some
way? Or does he feel the sufficiency of a
monetary gift as a return for some vague

this; If everyone
waits to be served, there will be no one
serving and everybody ends up without
being served. On the contrary, if everyone
is raring to serve everyone else, he will find
that he is always surrounded by sérvants.
So if anyone wishes to be served, let him
be the first to serve.

The extent of our service and capability is
not as important as whether we put in our
best effort according to our individual
callings to whatever ministry, regardless of
whether it is clerical or lay. Luke 21:1-6 is
a lesson to us on how God values the heart
more than mere human measures of
worthiness apropos of our offerings
(money and service) or the physical
elements we crave for and boast about.

People always like to talk about what is
realistic and what is practical, in the midst
of commonplace struggles with the rat
survival race in career or children’s
education. There is nothing wrong with
such talk because it is only telling the truth
about life as it is. Talking can make us
aware that we are all in similar
circumstances, which means that we should
be more thoughtful in contributing effort to
help one another in sharing the burden of



church growth so that we can avoid the
situation of a few workers burming
themselves out while a pedestrian crowd
watch with arms akimbo. The more people
there are to lend their shoulders, the lighter
will the yoke be. If every one of 200 church
members does a bit, how much do the bits
add up? However, if the majority of
members complain but do nothing at all in
service (even in simple bit parts), and some
of these even go to the extent of singing
praises about other churches while
hibernating in their own, how realistic and
practical is it to expect the minority of
workers to accomplish what the majority
_ wishes to see?

When people share with me their
viewpoints, [ listen and try to pick
whatever gems I can that may be put to
good use in JCC service. When they share
both their viewpoints and weight-bearing
shoulders (no matter the size of their
shoulders), I am very much encouraged.

If we call ourselves mature Christians, we
ought to know that becoming actively
involved in the church vision as it relates to
the Word of God is the only sure sign that
we are no longer spiritual babes still
clamouring for milk and shunning solid
food.

Church hopping (moving from church to
church without a focussed . spiritual
direction) demonstrates the contrary.

An age-old chicken-and-egg question can
be asked this way: Do members expect
growth first before they would find the
impetus to serve, or do they carry out the
hard work of service first in order to expect
the growth they wish to see?

Worse than expecting the church to grow
before they serve, there are churchgoers
who simply treat offering service as an
alien idea. They are not interested at all in
the question of serving, but most interested
in whether the church has the finest
facilities, their ideal hymns and sermons,
the greatest range of agreeable programs,
etc. when they consider to stay or move.
Their focus is not really on Christ and
worship, but on self - personal
convenience, comfort and profit. Those
who have experienced moving house will
tell you that no house offers the perfect fit
to one’s expectations at any moment or all
the time. Similarly, moving from church to
church does not guarantee perfect
fulfilment. Besides, in any move, there is
always a sacrifice involved in terms of
relationships put aside for building up new
ones, adjustments to a new environment
with benefits that may turn out to be over-
estimated in the first place, adaptations by
family members one tows along (children
in Sunday School, spouse or teenaged
children  displaced from  existing
fellowship), opportunity costs, etc.

Talking about what is realistic and practical
in another sense, one may ask about how
reasonable it is to expect all the “right
things” to reside in a single local church or
be available to all local churches. Within
the Church Universal framework, it is
obvious that labourers are few to tend to
the harvest of souls. This was what Jesus
said to his disciples in Matt. 9:37. Among
these labourers, the fine ones form just a
small subset; so how sensible is it for
everybody to expect all the best of
preachers, Bible teachers, Cell leaders, etc.
to be in his church? Maybe the excellently
gifted who can draw crowds are found in



one or two of the locul churches in u lerge
geographicul mren. How then Is it rational
for all and sundry Christians to flock 10
these ong or two churches and leave all the
cthers empty? Would you even expei the
créme de la créme of humsn servants Lo be
bleased with unlimited means to hold an
indefinite increase of sheep without setiing
off diminishing returns o good spiritual
work or having to draw manpower from the
limited common pool of predominantly
modest talents in the Church Universal 1o
fill service gaps? Evidently, it just does not
sound realistic snd practical for one D
think that it is God's will to allow this 1o
happen - i, with the worldwide sheep in
Chwch Universal congregating or
concenirating  themselves for  excellent
spiritual feeding in a few local churches. A
small number of sheep wanting 1o migrate
o & lush pasture is fine. However, if the
crowd mentality sets in and all sheep start
to move in the same direction, the excellent
pasture will become bare in no time and
some neglected sheep
deprived of food wall
die off while the wiser
onex among them will
rush back to ther old
pastures  before  they
face the seme doom,

It i plainly realistic
and practical thal since
the majpority of church
members are unexceptional people i the
spiritual domain, the majority of churches
e moanaged end sustsined by
gmexcrptional servants. I 5 a testimony of
God's prace and guidance at work when
pnremarkable e can and
sustain most of the Jocal chwches with a
fair geographical spread. Let these regular
servants be homble (for dey just do not

have anything to brag about) and give all
prajse mnd glory to God! (Though just a
below-average servant, | am glad that Ood
is providing me the necessary support is
and when He sees that | necd it. Despile a

sense of dissatisfaction with my
own level of performance, | try to push
myself 10 remain at lewst a plain and simple
servant depending on God's grace instead
of being an idle worshipper. It would be
very much tougher for me if | were an
shove-average servant who mies to depend
on my own strength for anything

When talics about Church growth are thick
in the air, it s essy to forpet that muly
meaningful discussions sre focussed not on
nusbers but on quality. If we want only
number=, then it is not difficull at all to
devise crowd-pulling plans, but  when
people file in easily by the front door, they
leave as easily by the back door. The
difficult part 5 to mould a community
(regardless of size) of faithful Chrstian
who will grit their toeth
and bond with one

numbers will grow mturally with a quality
Tomnadation.

In life, there are many things good and
desiable — good health, stable family,
happy and well-educated children, ctc
However, we know for a fect that the wind
is mol alweys ol oor back, the sky 18 ol
slways blue and the pathway nol ahaay



Nower-strewn, We may puzile over why
God allows the ‘bad' or ‘undesirable’
things instead of blessing us with all ouwr
wiorthy spirations, the reason being thal
Sthere & no one who underitands, nd one
who seeks God.” (Rom, 3:11 NIV) Our
limited human vishon cannol Ffully fthom
God's blueprmt for things on earth. Ofien
what |s igainst ouf perceplion lums out o
be good on hindsight wheress whit we
tejoice i may have o shoet-lived purpose
within the divine plan, A grest superpower,
the Soviet Union, broke up overnight when
President Gorbechev resigned. A clossd
communisd nation, China, opens up quite
dramatically only recently, especinlly with
her fervour towards renching ool to the
world via the Olympics, bringing In its
wake vakl opporuniees of all soris. We
sl sow & developsd nation, New Zealand,
tending towards n developing stole; and
poor’ Philippines reportedly registering a
higher growth cate than Shgipoie. Rise
and falls are comunon i the lhvea of
nations, communities, familiea and
individuale. The Ipcal churches s
congregubons of distinclive Christinng are
not imniune 10 the low and ebb of cvente

This is ot fo say thal vwe expect our ghurch
to rise, 1o fill and then to rise and fll again
like a roller comsier, The truth | thai our
human vision in seeing things © oflen very
myople. Yel, if we look hard snough, we
can slill make out the biessing of humbile
bessons in hard times ond the blssing of
sobernn lessons aboul nol reshing on our
laurels In pleasant tmes, Know (he hynn
"Coumi Your Blewmgs™ Thnk of ths
mdvice

“When yow ove discomaged

bhvivrkiing odl {3 foal,

Cownt  pour  wiery  bleaing;

mame Hhem oo by one,

And i will nrproe you Wl
ilee Lord bosth done =

Instead of (howning owselves In
despondency h:. !mhlﬂg oy =i the mienon
side of any sHustion, whal is our situstion
84 & church and what are the blessings we
can cournd?

John Lee
Look ol for the conchusian and maybe the finsl

wrlicis | ihe nod meie of The Viee Bro. Joo
Ly el decakied b the @ breeh o The Ving

Lot - 1=

Pray for Rﬂdney

Bro Rodney Ratnam has been warded
i the Woodbridgs Hospital for nlmuost
i iman b due to deep depression. Al
times, he hallucinates and imagnes all
kinds of thmga, whidh frighten ham.

Please remember him in your privers
it God will leal lim and also
reconcile him lo his family. That he
will be able io rocall (he poodnes of
o im Tets T




FIE LORDS PRAYER

SN 1NN

* *(Jur Father.”: The wordd ssmounding you often
merves il & frenstio pace, sl bonds o family,
gnesdship and commmnity between penple often mmen®
ui ey i thaty were in previons ene. SHIl, vou are
Civad's child, mnid can enjoy us inlimaie refationship with
Him Ghoed liives you deeply und wania the best for yom.
Fiz's always preseni with you and |3 willing 1y become
imvalwed i all nipects of your life, Others wis shere s
b with Him theuiogh the Hol ¥ Spliit ame connected
o yirid i puirl ol Chod'n universal family.

# =who art ln heaven,”: The Int=mnst has
expanadad our matian of comminiesilon, teabding us in
casily aham messiges with peiple all ever the globe,
Spets gaplomeion ban glven us glimpees ino the
undvEnga'n vasl plan, Whenever you pay, God hesrs
yomi, M ex gty both with vou un exmh - whemever you
are = and in tar oihee dimension of sur wnbverse eatled
beavan, Wlien yeu're cosmeied to God Suough Hi
Son, bewus Chriak, you'll never exposiescs lachnical
diffioulidea trylmg 10 reach Him,

* thallowed be thy name * Ina werkd thai
currenily fnds reluiivism more fashioesbis ihis
unisarmsl mh, (' popular e refer i smply s “igher
pawer™ ur “diving beleg® M gn alb-pawerdil, o8-
nowing il exists Ve j enlgue, snd inflabeiy
warthy of wour respect

* “Thy kingdom come,”: Teshastogy s
condinitly sdvaning, ensbling peopls o secomplah
iy kmpertand thinge. Dob if's anly whes people
axoen Cod s power Bnd gueidsnce s hose effeny o
be ultimately mccessful, oo oen baosme 3 chanmsl
threegh which Ood's power sen cpemte m the warld
iy s yow Lumble yourssll aml Bur m Him mthe
thin jsst your ovwm eflote

* “thy will be done," We're facnd with & van
wwny of options in every iiuarion, and the prevaless
relativistic s Rurss megpes thes any choice mn work
wenil L. Tl Crod kbews what's besl, and i von sl 1
will, all thimge will work tapsther for poud 1o
noooepluh His perpases m yoor i

* “pn earth as it is in beaven " Masy scestons
e cimcluding frivm rices disoveries Tol ooth seem
b e bt devignad o bummae Eack glesent of
s plaml's desegn in perecively ripht @ sopport eor e
here, Evidence win ihew That i ooty @avene haa
b Endiuinsed i just e rgts ways i westyin hin A
in mges gst, God i in contend ofadl of Vs cramsion.
* “Give ms this day our daily bread* -,
Temday'y marhd wffon enpricodeingd Opgaetsnites (7
many poople 0 ojoy o bigh manderd oflving. Teice
muﬂtﬂhhmhiﬂh—ﬁ
prailphln s yms

Theee are 594 chapters b fors el (18
There are 554 chopiers aifter Poabms 1id
Ayd thiss urmbers up and yoo got | 1ER
Wi g e conicy werss in te Fible®
Anywer - Peslms 1158

Dines They vesvs Wy someThing Epnifesnt sbost
Gnd's perfect will for par Tves?

The nest wine samegs Wy Uy wiuld g v
find God's parfect will for thesr ives mee thas ey
welrl A Bz i The comter of His well, jom pesd Swean
3 the oendies o His Wond!

Faabma 1108 {REIW) "W o betier in trad v fhe
LAMRD cham bo paf confidents o man”

Pl il T et i o 1y ek i nzt [ Wy
Citnd i e <t o )"

lmmmhum

bet praple conclans o maka wiong dou|sans snid
Ui Pl Hawanj 1B coiirag 16 coklic
st iits. will oot e o s @rhmee Ciod'i
iy enes il pEmead wn Yol Sy LAY,

* "z we forgive those who trespass
agalnst us *; b s vt now knuv tal the
mwdﬁmﬂmMIMmHi
aiwms saffer comnizrhalince cacl wlior, our
willingnas b forgive otlers mntivetes Gl o
forgien i Smee weare all Glod's ehikin,
eoemeend m cach o ke His emiversal Busily, He
waaey Mkt bove i law betwoen ue. There lsa
ﬂﬂﬂnﬂhllnﬁﬂ_ﬂﬂhﬂﬁrm.
* *And lead s not into (emptation,
bt delbver us Trom cvil " No mane bow

Esigh peafnology mises your stndard o livisg. you
sl msver be mimuns b pals on eankb Be avare

ol the ewil side of the spirtial weeld, snd pray fur .

the Hoby Spints mercy asd belp when you

« Far thine is the kingdom, and the

power, and the glory,”: The universe miil
holdy many myterizs we havant vt undoverad
ihrbogh scence, but when we sxperience God'y
work jn ger lves, His glory shines through clearhy
=l radmetly.

* "forever and ever. Amen *; Masy recest
wiudes on the nature of ime have Indicated that
sternily |8 o reality, nol pasi a hope. Ensrgy can't be
destroyed, and peither cam car salvadion if we lve
a relationahip with God through Fesus. So be il

L]




| The pastors togother with o lemm
of councilmen wnd  lesders

niiended n J-day conference oi

: Intentiemal  Disciple  Making

Church conducied by the Covenanl
Evangelical Fres Church, What we found oul
was that “divciplemsaking & alf abonl

cerfnln  Kind  of p:ﬂmm radically
committed 1o a certain hind of PRIPOSE,
wihe through a certain kind @'prucns,

reproduces o certain kind ::_-,I"Prﬂtfﬂﬂ.l."

Rev Edmund Chan was the keynote speaker who shared the vision of

] Covenant EFC im the srea of disciplemeking. Disciplemaking i ihe

| deliberate process of bringing peaple into right relationskip with God;

and developing them to full maturity in Chriss through intemiional

| growth strategies, that they wonld reproduce that entire provens in

ovhers also. His six proteges shared in other relmicd topics in the
various workshops over the 3-day period,

Tha church has 7 pastors leading a flock of
about | 200 members. They stanted ofl with
oily 40 members worshippmg ol varous
locatioms, When they resched <400
mambers, they found that there was no
place big enough for them to worship so
Cod gave them & vision 1o build a church,
They had made bids for three difforent
jocations, The firsl they lost e 1o another
chirch, the second bid wenl 1o Living
Sanctuary Church (the people who came o 3
share aboul Commuonity Penctration) and I'mll}- they secured the plu it Bukit Panjang
for over $Tmillion. How they raise the funds to pay for the land and building (another §7
million) is & story | may fike 8o recount 1o you some day.

The pastors and leaders are now working on how we can implanent what we have leamit
1o JOC s confext. Contines to pray for us that God wall grve the pastors a direction for
XC

Mastin Cheall



