
The pastors together with a team 
of councilmen and leaders 
attended ' a 3-day conference on 
Intentional Disciple Making 

Church conducted by the Covenant 
Evangelical Free Church. What we found out 
was that "disciplemaking is all about (l 

certain kind of person, radically 

committed to a certain kind of purpose, 
who through a certain kind of process, 

reproduces a certain kind ofproduct." 

Rev Edmund Chan was the keynote speaker who shared the vision of 
Covenant EFC in the area of disciplemaking. Disciplemaking is the 
deliberate process ofbringing people into right relationship with God; 
and developing them to full maturity in Christ through intentional 
growth strategies, that they WOlllt/ reproduce t"at entire process in 
others also. His six proteges shared in other related topics in the .; , 

various workshops over the 3-day period. 

The church has 7 pastors leading a flock of 
about 1200 members. They started 0[[ with 
only 40 members worshipping at various 
locations. When they reached 400 
members, they found that there was no 
place big enough for them to worship so 
God gave them a vision to build a church. 
They had made bids for three different 
locations. TIle first they lost out to another 
church, the second bid went to Living 
Sanctuary Church (the people who came to 
share about Community Penetration) and finally they secured the plot at Bukit Panjang 
for over $7million. How they raise the funds to pay for the land and building (another $7 
million) is a story I may like to recount to you some day. 

The pastors and leaders are now working on how we can implement what we have learnt 
to JCC's context. Continue to pray for us that God will give the pastors a direction for 
JCe. 

.Ma'ttilt e.tieaJi 

Greetings to you in Christ' Lovely Name! Christians are by default, disciples of Christ. 
One cannot be a Christian without being a disciple. ' 

The Marks of True Disciplesbip 

I n the Parable of the Sower (Luke 8:4- I 5), Jesus said 

that different people would respond to the gospel in 

ditTerent ways. Many will initially hear and obey the 

truth, but not all of these will keep the faith with 

endurance. Some will become unfaithful and faJl away. 

TIlOse who "have no root, " for example, may "believe 

[or a while," but in time of temptation they will fall 

away (v. I 3). Still others are "choked with cares, riches, 

and pleasures of life." Jesus said that these will "bring no fruit to maturity" (v.14). 


The ,truth of the matter is, it takes a certain kind of character to...~~ 
~ 

seek God faithfully, and not everyone will choose to have that ~~~ kiind of character. The ca1l of the gospel separates those who 
~V" ,. have a "root" in themselves from those who do not. Knowing 

this ought to stimulate some serious thought concerning our # ' iiby lUab own selves. Do we personally have what it takes? Arc ~	 we willing to be like those who have the strong inner 
character the gospel calls for? Seeking God requires 
"Three C's": courage, commitment, and confession . If 
we are not willing to pay the price in each of these 
areas, then we are not serious in being a disciple. 

Courage. At the very least, it takes courage to f01l0w the Lord. In , Rev. 21 :8, the 
fearful, or cowardly, head the list of those who will be lost. Courage is fortitude in the 



face of danger, and we can be sure that the devil is going to makc our discipleship to 
Christ as dangerous as he can. But whatever loss the devil may threaten us with, we can 
have the courage that comes from faith, which is the willingness to take real risks based 
upon our trust that God will save us. The person whose main objcctive is to protcct 
himself and play it safe will never be a faithful follower of the Lord. The risks are real, 
the attack by terrorists at New York's World Trade Center is a sober reminder, the 
losses in this world may be great, and it is only the courageous people of faith who will 
fight and keep on fighting until the last battle is won. 

Commitment. Without the making of a genuine commitment to God, we will not stand 
very long in the face of what the devil can throw at us. The faith necessary for our 
salvation in God involves far more than a whim or passing mood. Neither wishful 
thinking nor simply "giving it a try" will suffice. If we propose to follow Christ, we 
must have the character that is capable of making a genuine pledge to actually do what 
we've decided to do. James urges us to "purify" our hearts of double-mindedness: 
"Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded" (James 4:8). There is no greater need in our day 
than for those who profess to be the Lord's disciples to make up their minds decisively 
and focus their heatts on God with a deep-down commitment. Of course commitment 
also involves sacrificial cost. We need to count the cost of discipleship and not turn 
back (Luke 9:26) .. 

Confession. Secret commitments do not hold up nearly as well as public ones, and so it 
ought not to surprise us that the Lord requires that we publicly confess we believcd in 
Him and committed ourselves to being His disciples (Rom 10:9, I0; I Tim 6: 12, 13). 
Like Jesus Himself, the "Faithful and True Witncss" (Rev 3: 14) who ncvcr failed to 
acknowledge publicly what He kncw to be true privately, we must bc willing to dic 
rather than cover up or hide our convictions and our commitment to Christ. So 
important is our confession that the Hebrew writer speaks of it as the very thing that 
must be "held fast" if we are to reach heavcn. He wrote, "Seeing thcn that we have a 
great High Priest who has passed through the heavcns, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 
fast our confession" (Heb 4: 14) and "Let us holdfast the corifession ofollr hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful" (Hcb 10:23). 

So being the faithful disciple of Christ requires courage, commitment, and confession. 
But let us not misunderstand: the fact that we may not "have what it takes" docs not 
mean that we are born one way or the other by God's predestination . Salvation is a free 
gift of God but character is a matter of choice, and the choice is our OWI1. Our "heart" is 
determined by the many free-will decisions we make every day. Some of these are big 

J. 

f· · 

• "Our Father,": The world surrounding you often 
moves ata frenetic pace, and bonds of filmily. 
friendship and community between people often aren't 
as deep as they Were in previous eras. Still, you are 
God's child, and can enjoy an intimate relationship with 
Him. God loves you deeply and wants the best for you. 
He's always present with you and is willingto become 
involved in all aspects of your life. Others who share a 
bond with Him through the Holy Spirit are connected 
to you as part of God's universal filmily. 
• ·who art in heaven,":The Internet has 
expanded our notion ofcommunication, enabling us to 
easily share messages with people aU over the globe. 
Space exploration has given us glimpses into the 
universe's vast size. Whenever you pray, God hears 
you. He exists both with you on eanh - wherever you 
are - and in that other dimension of our universe called 
heaven. When you're connected to God through His 
Son, Jesus Christ, you'll never experience technical 
difficulties trying to reach Him. 
• "hallowed be thy name.n: In a world tllat 
currently finds relativism more fashionable than 
universal truth, it's popular to refer to simply a "higher 
power" 01" "divine being." But an all-powerful, all­
knowing God exists. He is unique, and infinitely 
worthy of your respect. 
• "Thy kingdom come,": Teclmology is 
constantly advancing, enabling people to accomplish 
many important things. But it's only when people 
access God's power and guidance that those efforts can 
be ultimately successfu l. You can become a channel 
through which God's power can operate in the world 
every time you humble yourself and trust in Him rather 
than just your own efforts. 
• "thy will be done,": We're fileed with a vast 
array of options in every situation, and the prevalent 
relativistic attitudes suggest that any choice can work 
well. But God knows what's best, and ifyou seek His 
will, all things will work together for good to 
accomplish His purposes in your life. 
• "on eartb as it is in heaven.": Many scientists 

, are concluding from recent discoveries that earth seems 
to have been designed for humans. '"Each element of 
our planet's design is precisely right to support OUI lives 
here. Evidence also shows that the entire Universe has 
been calculated in just the right ways to sustain life. As 
in ages past, God is in control ofall ofHis cr~tion .... 
• "Give us this day our daily bread:": • . 
T oday's world offers unprecedented opportunities for 
many people to enjoy a high standard ofiiving. Take 
timc to thank God for the many blessings He has made 
available to you. t 

There are 594 chapters before Psalms 118 
There are 594 chapters after Psalms 118 
Add these numbers up and you get 1188 
What is the centcr verse in the Bible? 
Answer - Psalms 118:8 

Docs this verse say something significant about 
God's perfect will for our lives? 

The next time someone says they would like to 
find God's perfect will for their livcs and that they 
want to be in the centcr of His will, just send them 
to the center of His Word! 

Psalms 118:8 (NIUV) "It is better to trust in the 
LORD than to put confidence in man." 

Now isn't that odd how this worked out (or was 
God in the center of it)? 

• • And forgive us our trespasses,": Sin is 

a very unpopular concept in our post modem world, 

but people oontinue to make wrong decisions and 

the consequences. Having the courage to confess 

your sins will enable YOll-to embrace God's 

forgiveness and grace so you can grow. 

• "as we forgive those who trespass 

against us."; Just as we nOw know that the 

electrical eharges of protons and electrons inside 

atoms suffer counterbalance each other, our 

willingness to forgive others motivates God to 

forgive us. Since we are all God's children, 

connected to each other;n His universal family, He 

wants His love to ilow between us. Th.ere is a 

spiritual balanCe that is created when that occurs. 
• "And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.": No matter how r' 
high technology llIises,..Your standard ofliving, you , 
will never be Wmupe-to trials OD earth. Be aware .~ 
ofthe evil side of the spiritual world, and pray for 
the Holy Spirit's mercy and help when you 

.. encounter trials. 
.;. >"For thine is the kingdom, and the 
pow~r, and ,the glory, ": The universe still 

hotds many' mySteries we haven't yet uncovered 

thrltugh science, but when we'experience God's 

work in our lives, His glory shines through clearly 

and radiantly. 

• "forever and ever. Amen."; Many recent 

studies on the nature of time have indicated that 

eternity is a reality, Dot just a hope. Energy can't be 

destroyed, and neither can our salvation ifwe have 

a relationship with God through Jesus. So be it! 


I 



flower-strewn. We may puzzle over why 
God allows the 'bad' or 'undesirable' 
things instead of blessing us with all our 
worthy aspirations, the reason being that 
''there is no one who understands, no one 
who seeks God." (Rom. 3: 11 NIV) Our 
limited human vision cannot fully fathom 
God's blueprint for things on earth. Often 
what is against our perception turns out to 
be good on hindsight whereas what we 
rejoice in may have a short-lived purpose 
within the divine plan. A great superpower, 
the Soviet Union, broke up overnight when 
President Gorbachev resigned. A closed 
communist nation, China, opens up quite 
dfamatically only recently, especially with 
her fervour towards reaching out to the 
world· via the Olympics, bringing in its 
wake vast opportunities of all sorts. We 
also see a developed nation, New Zealand, 
tending towards a developing state; and 
'poor' Philippines reportedly registering a 
higher growth rate than Singapore. Rise 
and falls are common in the lives of 
nations, communItIes, families and 
individuals. The local churches as 
congregations of distinctive Christians are 
not immune to the flow and ebb of events. 

This is not to say that we expect our church 
to rise, to fall and then to rise and fall again 
like a roller coaster. The truth is that our 
human vision in seeing things is often very 
myopic. Yet, if we look hard enough, we 
can still make out the blessing of h~mble 
lessons in hard times and the blessing of 
solemn lessons about not resting on our 
laurels in pleasant times. Know the hymn 
"Count Your Blessings"? Think of this 
advice: 

"When you are discouraged, 
thinking all is lost, 

COUll/ your many blessings; 

name them one by one, 


And it will surprise you what 
the Lord hath done. " 

Instead of drowning ourselves in 
despondency by looking only at the inferior 
side of any situation, what is our situation 
as a church and what are the blessings we 
can count? 

John Lee 
Look out for the conclusion and maybe the final 
article in the nexi issue of The Vine. Bro. John 
Lee has decided to take a break from The Vine 
for a season. 

Pray for-Rodney' 


Bro Rodney Ratnam has been warded 
at the Woodbridge Hospital for almost 
a month due to deep depression. At 
times, he hallucinates and imagines all 
kinds of things, which frightens him. 

Please remember him in your prayers 
that God will heal him and also 
reconcile him to his family. That he 
will be able to recall the goodness of 
God in his life. 

and others are little. But together they all add up to the sum total of that which is called 
our "character." 

Because our choices make our character, we can change from one "heart" to another. In 
fact, this is precisely what is involved in being "converted" to Christ. Such a 
"conversion" is not optional. Jesus said that we must change: "Assuredly, I say to you, 
unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the 
kingdom of heaven" (Matt 18:3). Whatever we've been in the past, do we today have 
courage? Are we willing to make a genuine commitment to God? Will Our lives be 
characterized by a faithful confession of our commitment as long as we live? If so, we 
have the makings of true discipleship! 

Pa,doIr, ~ 1f.ee 

~G:@,~ is:stm ill C@Rfuiu]
. . , . 	J ) . . .. ./ ""' . . / ... 
by Rev Henry Kong 

This past Tuesday night, I attended a leadership 
awareness meeting. When I returned home, my phone 

started to ring throughout the night with news ofWTC, NYC 
tragedy. Since I was at the meeting, I was totally unaware of 

what took place although I have been alerted by email of plane crashes in 
USA. Immediately, I turned on the TV and tuned to CNN, then BBC and 
finally to Channel News Asia, where I got hold of a number to call and 
rang up the CK Lees whose son, Seng was staying in the Lower 
Manhattan area. 

For most of us, the tragedy was like something out of a James Bond movie. My family stayed at 
the WTC when we were in NYC. We even took a ride up to the top for a view of that great city. 
It is very strange now to look at NYC skyline without the famous twin towers. The thing that 
numb me most was not the graphic live videos but the recorded voices of the victims who were 
desperately call ing their love ones with their final message. 

Although what happened is very far away, the extent of the destruction and the scope of it is 
such, that none of us can go back to business as usual. How do you respond to humanity 
inhumanity to mankind? How do you reconcile the reaction of p·eople dancing and rejoicing in 



the streets of Palestine crying, 'God is great!' at the grave evil that was done? When senseless 
tragedies happen what do we do? In this artiele, I want to refer to 3 of the senseless tragcdics in 
the Bible and draw lessons that may serve as an anchor for our souls at times such as these. The 3 
events that I will refer to are Uzziah's death, Christ's crucifixion and the persecution of early 
Christians. All these, in a way, arc senseless tragcdics and arc cithcr self-innictcd, inOictcd by 
our fellowmen or by our enemies. In all of these events, like the WTC tragedy, they are 
humanity's inhumanity to mankind - senseless tragedies. When they happen, like the WTC 
tragedy this past Tuesday, what do we do? 

The bond of brotherhood is strengthened 
When "Senseless" Tragedies Happens... I believe that the bond of brotherhood is strengthened. 
As our eyes are glued to the TV on Tuesday night, I believe we all feel a common sense of 
outrage that what happened is no longer regarded in isolation, but against every civilised human 
being. The bible tells us that in the early church, Christians were persecuted scverely. There was 
no way that they could defend themselves, so they had to leave their homes, like refugces and 
were scattered everywhere. 

Acts 8:1-4 records "And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church which was 
in Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, 
except the apostles... But Saul laid waste the church, entering into every house, and dragging mcn 
and women committed them to prison. They therefore that were scattered abroad, went about 
preaching the word." 

The Bible tells us that there was a great persecution. One of the cause of this senseless tragedy 
was a man called Saul. Verse 3 says that he laid waste the church and carried out house-house 
searches. As many as he could uncover, every Christian were put into prison. But what was the 
result? Though they were scattered abroad, they were bond together by their faith, unity and 
determination to preach the word 

So it is at times such as this, that we have ncver sccn before America as united as this, NATO as 
united as this and countries of the world with the exception of a handful, as united as this. Our 
enemies may plan and plot all kinds of evil against us - senseless inhumanity against humanity, 
hoping to destroy our will power and wipe us fi'om our every existence. But once the situation is 
accessed and we figure what odds we are against, and how we will respond to this tragic evil, we 
are all at one in resisting overcoming and conquering it. Persecution has never hurt the church 
nor destroyed any cause; rather it has proven that it will strengthen the bond of brotherhood and 
like gold tried by fire, become stronger than ever. 

We are driven to Prayer 
When "Senseless" Tragedies Happens... we are driven to Prayer. It is extremely dilTIcult for mere 
humans to respond to the senseless tragedies that are done against us. Our first reaction is to 
ensure tliat such an incident must not be allowed to repeat itself. Then we try to hit back and 
device ways of meeting force with force. At the end of the day, we sink as low as these people ­
hitting out with hatred, revenge and every selfish motivation. 

one or two of the local churches in a large 
geographical area. How then is it rational 
for all and sundry Christians to flock to 
these one or two churches and leave all the 
others empty? Would you even expect the 
creme de la creme of human servants to be 
blessed with unlimited means to hold an 
indefinite increase of sheep without setting 
off diminishing returns to good spiritual 
work or having to draw manpower from the 
limited common pool of predominantly 
modest talents in the Church Universal to 
fill service gaps? Evidently, it just does not 
sound realistic and practical for one to 
think that it is God's will to allow this to 
happen - i.e., with the worldwide sheep in 
Church Universal congregating or 
concentrating themselves for excellent 
spiritual feeding in a few local churches. A 
small number of sheep wanting to migrate 
to a lush pasture is fme. However, if the 
crowd mentality sets in and all sheep start 
to move in the same direction, the excellent 

v pasture will become bare in no time and 
gritsome neglected sheep 

and bond with onedeprived of food will 
another through thick and die off while the wiser 
thin rather than beingones among them will 
mere fair weatherrush back to their old 
comrades in the Lord'spastures before they 
Army. When the basicsface the same doom. 
are done right, and we 
have a strong community It is plainly realistic 
to lay bare a wholesomeand practical that since 
Christian testimony, thethe majority of church 

have anything to brag about) and give all 
praise and glory to God! (Though just a 
below-average servant, I am glad that God 
is providing me the necessary support as 
and when He sees that I need it. Despite a 
personal sense of dissatisfaction with my 
own level of performance, I try to push 
myself to remain at least a plain and simple 
servant depending on God's grace instead 
of being an idle worshipper. It would be 
very much tougher for me if I were an 
above-average servant who tries to depend 
on my own strength for anything.) 

When talks about Church growth are thick 
in the air, it is easy to forget that truly 
meaningful discussions are focussed not on 
numbers but on quality. If we want only 
numbers, then it is not difficult at all to 
devise crowd-pulling plans, but when 
people file in easily by the front door, they 
leave as easily by the back door. The 
difficult part is to mould a community 
(regardless of size) of faithful Christians 

who will their teeth 

members are unexceptional people in the 
spiritual domain , the majority of churches 
are managed and sustained by 
unexceptional servants. It is a testimony of 
God's grace and guidance at work when 
unremarkable people can manage and 
sustain most of the local churches with a 
fair geographical spread. Let these regular 
servants be humble (for they just do not 

numbers will grow naturally with a quality 
foundation. 

In life, there are many things good and 
desirable - good health, stable family, 
happy and well~educated children, etc. 
However, we know for a fact that the wind 
is not always at our back, the sky is not 
always blue and the pathway not always 







Let's talk about: 


~HURCH HOPPING &. CIIlURCH 6ROW'm 


NEW YORK WTC ATTACK ~ An INTERNET Survey 
... teeM-'ll .. itz·c. _.. n "'S¥ ae 0 -- • -rra 't& .rs. atr· 

It is true that Iraq is the place of ancient Babylon. But 
what is modern Babylon? Consider these words: 

"For you have Irusled in your wickedness; 

You have said, 'No one sees me'; 

Your wisdom and your knowledge have warped you; 

And you have said in your hearl, 

'I am, and Ihere is no one else besides me, ' 

Therefore evil shall fall upon you; 

You will nol be able 10 pUI il off. 

And desolalion shall come upon you suddenly, 

Which you shall nol know," (Isaiah 47:10-11) 


Previous to the above quote we read: 

"Therefore heal' Ihis now, you who are given 10 pleasures, 
Who dwell securely, 

There are job-hoppers, country hoppers 
(migrants) and church-hoppers. 

Among the hoppers, some have landed on 
greener pastures or settled on lands that 
reward them with better produce for their 
labour (or flowing with sweeter milk and 
honey); others have just been rolling stones 
gathering no moss. 

Just talking about church hoppers, there are 
all kinds of reasons for people to grow 
springs on their feet, but I do not always 
understand their logic. It is not that they 
celtainly do ITot have any logic, just that 
my frail mind can neither grasp it nor find 
the wisdom to follow it for my own gain 
against the sole alternative of a 'spiritually 
stagnant' (if not 'retrogressive', as' some 
might want me to contemplate) existence 
here in JCC with its 'stifling' atmosphere 
and a physically old-fashioned and 
'uninspiring' building that quakes every 
time a heavy truck rumbles by. 

My pastors and Council leaders Illay feel 
sad, very sad indeed, to read what I have 
just commented about the spiritual and 
physical environment of 

churches housed in grand buildings with 
the latest state of the art architecture and 
facilities, and powered by highly 
charismatic pulpit speakers who are blessed 
with a commanding spiritual aura around 
them whenever their tongues are loosened. 

Personally, I am absolutely not bothered if 
our sheep find better grazing fields and 
thereby grow in spirit and truth where they 
feel comfortable, exemplified by their 
developing servanthood in the Lord's 
service, Ultimately, there is no loss to 
God's Kingdom since wherever these 
spiritually emergent sheep are, they are still 
within the Church Universal, the Church 
proclaiming our Lord and Saviour Jesus, 
the Christ. This is all good, so why should 
we lose sleep over them if we know that 
they are under capable shepherds who are 
ever so ready to help us out in our deficient 
areas and thus enabling us to spare more 
energy on our areas of strcngth? It would 
be a shame and most unchristian-like for 
local churches to compete with one another 
for members just to have numbcrs to wield 
for encouragement or boasting! 

However, when sheep 

'Vho say in your hearl, 

'I am, and there is no one else besides me; 

I shall not sit as a widow, 

Nor shall I know Ihe loss ofchildren'; 

/3ut Ihese two things shall come 10 you 

In a momen/, in one day: 

The loss ofchildrell, and widowhood. . ," 

(Isaiah 47:8-9) 


Did you know that during the Afghan War 
in the '80s, it was America's CIA that 
trained and armed Osama bin Laden, the 
prime suspect of the New York city terror 
attack? That Sept II was the anniversary of 
George W Bush's speech to Congress in 
1990 that heralded the war against Iraq? It 
was also the anniversary of the Camp David 
accords, which signaled the US "buy-out of 
Egypt as any countervailing force for 
Palestinian rights in the Middle East." 

Allover the tiny island, people 
withhandphones were 
messaging each other that the 
16th century seer Nostradamus 
had somehow predicted the 
World Trade Center disaster. 
Here was the popular message: 

"It has been foreseen that 
exactly three h~ndred and fifiy 
years into the future; silver 
phoenixes shall strike down the 
twin brothers of oppression 
that carried the king's nation, . 
which shall bring upon the ' 
apocalypse" -Nostradamus 
(Sept 11, 1651) 

They than added 165 J + 350 to 
get Sept II, 200 I. 

Unfortunately, Nostradamus 
died in 1566 . . 

move from one grazing
JCC, save with a little ' 

field to another and 
consolation from the 

begin to grow in 
softening effect of the 

boldness moving back 
inverted-comma and forth between fields 
enclosures I have put in braying loudly about 
place for a few key their new wonderful 
adjectives, discoveries but with no 

new and better wool as 
A little more seriously 

evidence of improved productivity to show speaking, our leaders may be very 
for their supposedly better feedingconcerned that sheep are not growing but 
elsewhere than here, it is not only our are being tempted by other crowd-puller 



Jerry, Jenny, Jedidiah and Jeswyn LAM ~. 
24 Cloud Estate, Off J alan Green 

93150 Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia 

Tel: 082-425295,234426,019-8261024 

Fax: 082-421827 Email: jerrylam@tm.net.my 


Dear partners in ministry, 

Months have passed 
before we realize that it 
was several months ago 
that we last updated you. 

Thank you for praying 
and supporting us over 
the past months. It's 
been an encouragement 
to hear from some of 
you. Your communication is an added Jeswyn is learning Mandarin well in her kindy 
bonus. 	 and JD has picked up a (qir bit of BM in 

Primary 1. They continue to enjoy playing 
OUR CO-WORKERS together. "And sometimes we {;ght.· says JD. 
Since our last update, the possibility of 
another couple joining us has been has also opened more doors for
confirmed. Benny & Jade joined our ministry in the past few months. In this 
team in Sarawak since March this year's missions weekend, Jenny took 
year. They are based in Sibu, having the kids for a morning of interactive 
most ministries with the Chinese­ missions programme. She was hoarse 
speaking churches. Jade is fluent in after 3 hours with them but the kids 
Mandarin and Foochow (main dialect showed they had a positive input ­
there) and Benny is re-activating his many shared excited what they learnt 
Mandarin. Our other co-workers, with their parents. 
Pagag & Saran have settled well in 
Miri but are adjusting to life with a new During the ii-days school holidays in
baby. They have been great in making May-June, we went to West Malaysia 
more ' inroads with the BM & Lun where we attended a church camp in
Bawang churches, which abounds in Cameron Highlands, visited Jerry's
& around Miri. sister in Penang, shared in a church in 

Taiping and spends some days in KL.
OUR MINISTRY AND TRIPS It was really good to see Jerry's sister 
We continue to network with the & family going on with the Lord after 
churches in and around Kuching. God 

coming to HIM last year. They 
arranged for us to share in their cell 
group. 

In July we drove to Miri for a weekend. 
We really felt the Lord ordained it 
when we saw His hand in providing a 
gift specifically for the fuel and 
enabling us ministering to the people. 
We were also able to spend time with 
Pagag & Saran and see their new 
addition. JD & Jeswyn was excited 
with the little baby! 

At the end of July, Jerry went to Kota 
Kinabalu to help our Sabah co-worker 
to set up and run the OM booth and 
book-table at the 4-days Asian Pacific 
Consultation on Discipleship. 

In mid-August we had the OM 
Malaysia Board and staff meeting 
here in Kuching. It was a good time of 
get-together and discussions. OM 
Malaysia staff & a board member 
shared in services of 5 churches in 
Kuching that Sunday. 

With the decentralizing of the Sarawak 
office, we are exploring the possibility 
of moving the office back to the 
house. But that involves~ 
some extension & we are_ £B S '" 

cracking our heads how to ­
best do it.. Pray for wisdom. 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
Annie from Lawas is expect€'d to join 
the Doulos for 2 years this September. 
We expect to be in Sibu in September. 
Doulos in tentatively planned to be in 
Kuching for a week in November. 
Another ministry trip in December? 

FA MIL Y NEWS: 
Jenny's asthma has improved 
tremendously the past few months 
with only one minor attack. Thank you, 
Lord for your healing. Jerry says, "Life 
is great.! God is dOing great things 
and I'm expecting God to do greater 
things in our ministry." 

We are thankful to you for standing 
behind us in our ministry. You are our 
vital support. "Moreover, God is able 
to make every grace abundant for 
you, so that in all things, always 
having all you need, you may have an 
abundance for every good work." 2 
Cor 9:8 

UPDATE 2/01 : Aug 2001 

Straits Times, 29th August 2001 
BUSINESS PROSPECTS 

"Remember, it wasn't 
raining when Noah build 
the ark." 

Howard Ruff 

Some commentators believe that Noah lived 
in a part of the land where they hardly 
experience rain. So he must have had great 
faith to build an ark in the middle of the lanu, 
when the sea is nowhere in sight. 

If he had waited until the first clouds 
appeared in the sky, it would have been too 
late to complete the 81'k. 

Are the c10uus at the horizon already? 

.M.wdUt etwdi 



Let's talk about: 


~HURCH HOPPING &. CIIlURCH 6ROW'm 


NEW YORK WTC ATTACK ~ An INTERNET Survey 
... teeM-'ll .. itz·c. _.. n "'S¥ ae 0 -- • -rra 't& .rs. atr· 

It is true that Iraq is the place of ancient Babylon. But 
what is modern Babylon? Consider these words: 

"For you have Irusled in your wickedness; 

You have said, 'No one sees me'; 

Your wisdom and your knowledge have warped you; 

And you have said in your hearl, 

'I am, and Ihere is no one else besides me, ' 

Therefore evil shall fall upon you; 

You will nol be able 10 pUI il off. 

And desolalion shall come upon you suddenly, 

Which you shall nol know," (Isaiah 47:10-11) 


Previous to the above quote we read: 

"Therefore heal' Ihis now, you who are given 10 pleasures, 
Who dwell securely, 

There are job-hoppers, country hoppers 
(migrants) and church-hoppers. 

Among the hoppers, some have landed on 
greener pastures or settled on lands that 
reward them with better produce for their 
labour (or flowing with sweeter milk and 
honey); others have just been rolling stones 
gathering no moss. 

Just talking about church hoppers, there are 
all kinds of reasons for people to grow 
springs on their feet, but I do not always 
understand their logic. It is not that they 
celtainly do ITot have any logic, just that 
my frail mind can neither grasp it nor find 
the wisdom to follow it for my own gain 
against the sole alternative of a 'spiritually 
stagnant' (if not 'retrogressive', as' some 
might want me to contemplate) existence 
here in JCC with its 'stifling' atmosphere 
and a physically old-fashioned and 
'uninspiring' building that quakes every 
time a heavy truck rumbles by. 

My pastors and Council leaders Illay feel 
sad, very sad indeed, to read what I have 
just commented about the spiritual and 
physical environment of 

churches housed in grand buildings with 
the latest state of the art architecture and 
facilities, and powered by highly 
charismatic pulpit speakers who are blessed 
with a commanding spiritual aura around 
them whenever their tongues are loosened. 

Personally, I am absolutely not bothered if 
our sheep find better grazing fields and 
thereby grow in spirit and truth where they 
feel comfortable, exemplified by their 
developing servanthood in the Lord's 
service, Ultimately, there is no loss to 
God's Kingdom since wherever these 
spiritually emergent sheep are, they are still 
within the Church Universal, the Church 
proclaiming our Lord and Saviour Jesus, 
the Christ. This is all good, so why should 
we lose sleep over them if we know that 
they are under capable shepherds who are 
ever so ready to help us out in our deficient 
areas and thus enabling us to spare more 
energy on our areas of strcngth? It would 
be a shame and most unchristian-like for 
local churches to compete with one another 
for members just to have numbcrs to wield 
for encouragement or boasting! 

However, when sheep 

'Vho say in your hearl, 

'I am, and there is no one else besides me; 

I shall not sit as a widow, 

Nor shall I know Ihe loss ofchildren'; 

/3ut Ihese two things shall come 10 you 

In a momen/, in one day: 

The loss ofchildrell, and widowhood. . ," 

(Isaiah 47:8-9) 


Did you know that during the Afghan War 
in the '80s, it was America's CIA that 
trained and armed Osama bin Laden, the 
prime suspect of the New York city terror 
attack? That Sept II was the anniversary of 
George W Bush's speech to Congress in 
1990 that heralded the war against Iraq? It 
was also the anniversary of the Camp David 
accords, which signaled the US "buy-out of 
Egypt as any countervailing force for 
Palestinian rights in the Middle East." 

Allover the tiny island, people 
withhandphones were 
messaging each other that the 
16th century seer Nostradamus 
had somehow predicted the 
World Trade Center disaster. 
Here was the popular message: 

"It has been foreseen that 
exactly three h~ndred and fifiy 
years into the future; silver 
phoenixes shall strike down the 
twin brothers of oppression 
that carried the king's nation, . 
which shall bring upon the ' 
apocalypse" -Nostradamus 
(Sept 11, 1651) 

They than added 165 J + 350 to 
get Sept II, 200 I. 

Unfortunately, Nostradamus 
died in 1566 . . 
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the streets of Palestine crying, 'God is great!' at the grave evil that was done? When senseless 
tragedies happen what do we do? In this artiele, I want to refer to 3 of the senseless tragcdics in 
the Bible and draw lessons that may serve as an anchor for our souls at times such as these. The 3 
events that I will refer to are Uzziah's death, Christ's crucifixion and the persecution of early 
Christians. All these, in a way, arc senseless tragcdics and arc cithcr self-innictcd, inOictcd by 
our fellowmen or by our enemies. In all of these events, like the WTC tragedy, they are 
humanity's inhumanity to mankind - senseless tragedies. When they happen, like the WTC 
tragedy this past Tuesday, what do we do? 

The bond of brotherhood is strengthened 
When "Senseless" Tragedies Happens... I believe that the bond of brotherhood is strengthened. 
As our eyes are glued to the TV on Tuesday night, I believe we all feel a common sense of 
outrage that what happened is no longer regarded in isolation, but against every civilised human 
being. The bible tells us that in the early church, Christians were persecuted scverely. There was 
no way that they could defend themselves, so they had to leave their homes, like refugces and 
were scattered everywhere. 

Acts 8:1-4 records "And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church which was 
in Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, 
except the apostles... But Saul laid waste the church, entering into every house, and dragging mcn 
and women committed them to prison. They therefore that were scattered abroad, went about 
preaching the word." 

The Bible tells us that there was a great persecution. One of the cause of this senseless tragedy 
was a man called Saul. Verse 3 says that he laid waste the church and carried out house-house 
searches. As many as he could uncover, every Christian were put into prison. But what was the 
result? Though they were scattered abroad, they were bond together by their faith, unity and 
determination to preach the word 

So it is at times such as this, that we have ncver sccn before America as united as this, NATO as 
united as this and countries of the world with the exception of a handful, as united as this. Our 
enemies may plan and plot all kinds of evil against us - senseless inhumanity against humanity, 
hoping to destroy our will power and wipe us fi'om our every existence. But once the situation is 
accessed and we figure what odds we are against, and how we will respond to this tragic evil, we 
are all at one in resisting overcoming and conquering it. Persecution has never hurt the church 
nor destroyed any cause; rather it has proven that it will strengthen the bond of brotherhood and 
like gold tried by fire, become stronger than ever. 

We are driven to Prayer 
When "Senseless" Tragedies Happens... we are driven to Prayer. It is extremely dilTIcult for mere 
humans to respond to the senseless tragedies that are done against us. Our first reaction is to 
ensure tliat such an incident must not be allowed to repeat itself. Then we try to hit back and 
device ways of meeting force with force. At the end of the day, we sink as low as these people ­
hitting out with hatred, revenge and every selfish motivation. 

one or two of the local churches in a large 
geographical area. How then is it rational 
for all and sundry Christians to flock to 
these one or two churches and leave all the 
others empty? Would you even expect the 
creme de la creme of human servants to be 
blessed with unlimited means to hold an 
indefinite increase of sheep without setting 
off diminishing returns to good spiritual 
work or having to draw manpower from the 
limited common pool of predominantly 
modest talents in the Church Universal to 
fill service gaps? Evidently, it just does not 
sound realistic and practical for one to 
think that it is God's will to allow this to 
happen - i.e., with the worldwide sheep in 
Church Universal congregating or 
concentrating themselves for excellent 
spiritual feeding in a few local churches. A 
small number of sheep wanting to migrate 
to a lush pasture is fme. However, if the 
crowd mentality sets in and all sheep start 
to move in the same direction, the excellent 

v pasture will become bare in no time and 
gritsome neglected sheep 

and bond with onedeprived of food will 
another through thick and die off while the wiser 
thin rather than beingones among them will 
mere fair weatherrush back to their old 
comrades in the Lord'spastures before they 
Army. When the basicsface the same doom. 
are done right, and we 
have a strong community It is plainly realistic 
to lay bare a wholesomeand practical that since 
Christian testimony, thethe majority of church 

have anything to brag about) and give all 
praise and glory to God! (Though just a 
below-average servant, I am glad that God 
is providing me the necessary support as 
and when He sees that I need it. Despite a 
personal sense of dissatisfaction with my 
own level of performance, I try to push 
myself to remain at least a plain and simple 
servant depending on God's grace instead 
of being an idle worshipper. It would be 
very much tougher for me if I were an 
above-average servant who tries to depend 
on my own strength for anything.) 

When talks about Church growth are thick 
in the air, it is easy to forget that truly 
meaningful discussions are focussed not on 
numbers but on quality. If we want only 
numbers, then it is not difficult at all to 
devise crowd-pulling plans, but when 
people file in easily by the front door, they 
leave as easily by the back door. The 
difficult part is to mould a community 
(regardless of size) of faithful Christians 

who will their teeth 

members are unexceptional people in the 
spiritual domain , the majority of churches 
are managed and sustained by 
unexceptional servants. It is a testimony of 
God's grace and guidance at work when 
unremarkable people can manage and 
sustain most of the local churches with a 
fair geographical spread. Let these regular 
servants be humble (for they just do not 

numbers will grow naturally with a quality 
foundation. 

In life, there are many things good and 
desirable - good health, stable family, 
happy and well~educated children, etc. 
However, we know for a fact that the wind 
is not always at our back, the sky is not 
always blue and the pathway not always 



flower-strewn. We may puzzle over why 
God allows the 'bad' or 'undesirable' 
things instead of blessing us with all our 
worthy aspirations, the reason being that 
''there is no one who understands, no one 
who seeks God." (Rom. 3: 11 NIV) Our 
limited human vision cannot fully fathom 
God's blueprint for things on earth. Often 
what is against our perception turns out to 
be good on hindsight whereas what we 
rejoice in may have a short-lived purpose 
within the divine plan. A great superpower, 
the Soviet Union, broke up overnight when 
President Gorbachev resigned. A closed 
communist nation, China, opens up quite 
dfamatically only recently, especially with 
her fervour towards reaching out to the 
world· via the Olympics, bringing in its 
wake vast opportunities of all sorts. We 
also see a developed nation, New Zealand, 
tending towards a developing state; and 
'poor' Philippines reportedly registering a 
higher growth rate than Singapore. Rise 
and falls are common in the lives of 
nations, communItIes, families and 
individuals. The local churches as 
congregations of distinctive Christians are 
not immune to the flow and ebb of events. 

This is not to say that we expect our church 
to rise, to fall and then to rise and fall again 
like a roller coaster. The truth is that our 
human vision in seeing things is often very 
myopic. Yet, if we look hard enough, we 
can still make out the blessing of h~mble 
lessons in hard times and the blessing of 
solemn lessons about not resting on our 
laurels in pleasant times. Know the hymn 
"Count Your Blessings"? Think of this 
advice: 

"When you are discouraged, 
thinking all is lost, 

COUll/ your many blessings; 

name them one by one, 


And it will surprise you what 
the Lord hath done. " 

Instead of drowning ourselves in 
despondency by looking only at the inferior 
side of any situation, what is our situation 
as a church and what are the blessings we 
can count? 

John Lee 
Look out for the conclusion and maybe the final 
article in the nexi issue of The Vine. Bro. John 
Lee has decided to take a break from The Vine 
for a season. 

Pray for-Rodney' 


Bro Rodney Ratnam has been warded 
at the Woodbridge Hospital for almost 
a month due to deep depression. At 
times, he hallucinates and imagines all 
kinds of things, which frightens him. 

Please remember him in your prayers 
that God will heal him and also 
reconcile him to his family. That he 
will be able to recall the goodness of 
God in his life. 

and others are little. But together they all add up to the sum total of that which is called 
our "character." 

Because our choices make our character, we can change from one "heart" to another. In 
fact, this is precisely what is involved in being "converted" to Christ. Such a 
"conversion" is not optional. Jesus said that we must change: "Assuredly, I say to you, 
unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the 
kingdom of heaven" (Matt 18:3). Whatever we've been in the past, do we today have 
courage? Are we willing to make a genuine commitment to God? Will Our lives be 
characterized by a faithful confession of our commitment as long as we live? If so, we 
have the makings of true discipleship! 

Pa,doIr, ~ 1f.ee 

~G:@,~ is:stm ill C@Rfuiu]
. . , . 	J ) . . .. ./ ""' . . / ... 
by Rev Henry Kong 

This past Tuesday night, I attended a leadership 
awareness meeting. When I returned home, my phone 

started to ring throughout the night with news ofWTC, NYC 
tragedy. Since I was at the meeting, I was totally unaware of 

what took place although I have been alerted by email of plane crashes in 
USA. Immediately, I turned on the TV and tuned to CNN, then BBC and 
finally to Channel News Asia, where I got hold of a number to call and 
rang up the CK Lees whose son, Seng was staying in the Lower 
Manhattan area. 

For most of us, the tragedy was like something out of a James Bond movie. My family stayed at 
the WTC when we were in NYC. We even took a ride up to the top for a view of that great city. 
It is very strange now to look at NYC skyline without the famous twin towers. The thing that 
numb me most was not the graphic live videos but the recorded voices of the victims who were 
desperately call ing their love ones with their final message. 

Although what happened is very far away, the extent of the destruction and the scope of it is 
such, that none of us can go back to business as usual. How do you respond to humanity 
inhumanity to mankind? How do you reconcile the reaction of p·eople dancing and rejoicing in 



face of danger, and we can be sure that the devil is going to makc our discipleship to 
Christ as dangerous as he can. But whatever loss the devil may threaten us with, we can 
have the courage that comes from faith, which is the willingness to take real risks based 
upon our trust that God will save us. The person whose main objcctive is to protcct 
himself and play it safe will never be a faithful follower of the Lord. The risks are real, 
the attack by terrorists at New York's World Trade Center is a sober reminder, the 
losses in this world may be great, and it is only the courageous people of faith who will 
fight and keep on fighting until the last battle is won. 

Commitment. Without the making of a genuine commitment to God, we will not stand 
very long in the face of what the devil can throw at us. The faith necessary for our 
salvation in God involves far more than a whim or passing mood. Neither wishful 
thinking nor simply "giving it a try" will suffice. If we propose to follow Christ, we 
must have the character that is capable of making a genuine pledge to actually do what 
we've decided to do. James urges us to "purify" our hearts of double-mindedness: 
"Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded" (James 4:8). There is no greater need in our day 
than for those who profess to be the Lord's disciples to make up their minds decisively 
and focus their heatts on God with a deep-down commitment. Of course commitment 
also involves sacrificial cost. We need to count the cost of discipleship and not turn 
back (Luke 9:26) .. 

Confession. Secret commitments do not hold up nearly as well as public ones, and so it 
ought not to surprise us that the Lord requires that we publicly confess we believcd in 
Him and committed ourselves to being His disciples (Rom 10:9, I0; I Tim 6: 12, 13). 
Like Jesus Himself, the "Faithful and True Witncss" (Rev 3: 14) who ncvcr failed to 
acknowledge publicly what He kncw to be true privately, we must bc willing to dic 
rather than cover up or hide our convictions and our commitment to Christ. So 
important is our confession that the Hebrew writer speaks of it as the very thing that 
must be "held fast" if we are to reach heavcn. He wrote, "Seeing thcn that we have a 
great High Priest who has passed through the heavcns, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 
fast our confession" (Heb 4: 14) and "Let us holdfast the corifession ofollr hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful" (Hcb 10:23). 

So being the faithful disciple of Christ requires courage, commitment, and confession. 
But let us not misunderstand: the fact that we may not "have what it takes" docs not 
mean that we are born one way or the other by God's predestination . Salvation is a free 
gift of God but character is a matter of choice, and the choice is our OWI1. Our "heart" is 
determined by the many free-will decisions we make every day. Some of these are big 

J. 

f· · 

• "Our Father,": The world surrounding you often 
moves ata frenetic pace, and bonds of filmily. 
friendship and community between people often aren't 
as deep as they Were in previous eras. Still, you are 
God's child, and can enjoy an intimate relationship with 
Him. God loves you deeply and wants the best for you. 
He's always present with you and is willingto become 
involved in all aspects of your life. Others who share a 
bond with Him through the Holy Spirit are connected 
to you as part of God's universal filmily. 
• ·who art in heaven,":The Internet has 
expanded our notion ofcommunication, enabling us to 
easily share messages with people aU over the globe. 
Space exploration has given us glimpses into the 
universe's vast size. Whenever you pray, God hears 
you. He exists both with you on eanh - wherever you 
are - and in that other dimension of our universe called 
heaven. When you're connected to God through His 
Son, Jesus Christ, you'll never experience technical 
difficulties trying to reach Him. 
• "hallowed be thy name.n: In a world tllat 
currently finds relativism more fashionable than 
universal truth, it's popular to refer to simply a "higher 
power" 01" "divine being." But an all-powerful, all­
knowing God exists. He is unique, and infinitely 
worthy of your respect. 
• "Thy kingdom come,": Teclmology is 
constantly advancing, enabling people to accomplish 
many important things. But it's only when people 
access God's power and guidance that those efforts can 
be ultimately successfu l. You can become a channel 
through which God's power can operate in the world 
every time you humble yourself and trust in Him rather 
than just your own efforts. 
• "thy will be done,": We're fileed with a vast 
array of options in every situation, and the prevalent 
relativistic attitudes suggest that any choice can work 
well. But God knows what's best, and ifyou seek His 
will, all things will work together for good to 
accomplish His purposes in your life. 
• "on eartb as it is in heaven.": Many scientists 

, are concluding from recent discoveries that earth seems 
to have been designed for humans. '"Each element of 
our planet's design is precisely right to support OUI lives 
here. Evidence also shows that the entire Universe has 
been calculated in just the right ways to sustain life. As 
in ages past, God is in control ofall ofHis cr~tion .... 
• "Give us this day our daily bread:": • . 
T oday's world offers unprecedented opportunities for 
many people to enjoy a high standard ofiiving. Take 
timc to thank God for the many blessings He has made 
available to you. t 

There are 594 chapters before Psalms 118 
There are 594 chapters after Psalms 118 
Add these numbers up and you get 1188 
What is the centcr verse in the Bible? 
Answer - Psalms 118:8 

Docs this verse say something significant about 
God's perfect will for our lives? 

The next time someone says they would like to 
find God's perfect will for their livcs and that they 
want to be in the centcr of His will, just send them 
to the center of His Word! 

Psalms 118:8 (NIUV) "It is better to trust in the 
LORD than to put confidence in man." 

Now isn't that odd how this worked out (or was 
God in the center of it)? 

• • And forgive us our trespasses,": Sin is 

a very unpopular concept in our post modem world, 

but people oontinue to make wrong decisions and 

the consequences. Having the courage to confess 

your sins will enable YOll-to embrace God's 

forgiveness and grace so you can grow. 

• "as we forgive those who trespass 

against us."; Just as we nOw know that the 

electrical eharges of protons and electrons inside 

atoms suffer counterbalance each other, our 

willingness to forgive others motivates God to 

forgive us. Since we are all God's children, 

connected to each other;n His universal family, He 

wants His love to ilow between us. Th.ere is a 

spiritual balanCe that is created when that occurs. 
• "And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.": No matter how r' 
high technology llIises,..Your standard ofliving, you , 
will never be Wmupe-to trials OD earth. Be aware .~ 
ofthe evil side of the spiritual world, and pray for 
the Holy Spirit's mercy and help when you 

.. encounter trials. 
.;. >"For thine is the kingdom, and the 
pow~r, and ,the glory, ": The universe still 

hotds many' mySteries we haven't yet uncovered 

thrltugh science, but when we'experience God's 

work in our lives, His glory shines through clearly 

and radiantly. 

• "forever and ever. Amen."; Many recent 

studies on the nature of time have indicated that 

eternity is a reality, Dot just a hope. Energy can't be 

destroyed, and neither can our salvation ifwe have 

a relationship with God through Jesus. So be it! 


I 



The pastors together with a team 
of councilmen and leaders 
attended ' a 3-day conference on 
Intentional Disciple Making 

Church conducted by the Covenant 
Evangelical Free Church. What we found out 
was that "disciplemaking is all about (l 

certain kind of person, radically 

committed to a certain kind of purpose, 
who through a certain kind of process, 

reproduces a certain kind ofproduct." 

Rev Edmund Chan was the keynote speaker who shared the vision of 
Covenant EFC in the area of disciplemaking. Disciplemaking is the 
deliberate process ofbringing people into right relationship with God; 
and developing them to full maturity in Christ through intentional 
growth strategies, that they WOlllt/ reproduce t"at entire process in 
others also. His six proteges shared in other related topics in the .; , 

various workshops over the 3-day period. 

The church has 7 pastors leading a flock of 
about 1200 members. They started 0[[ with 
only 40 members worshipping at various 
locations. When they reached 400 
members, they found that there was no 
place big enough for them to worship so 
God gave them a vision to build a church. 
They had made bids for three different 
locations. TIle first they lost out to another 
church, the second bid went to Living 
Sanctuary Church (the people who came to 
share about Community Penetration) and finally they secured the plot at Bukit Panjang 
for over $7million. How they raise the funds to pay for the land and building (another $7 
million) is a story I may like to recount to you some day. 

The pastors and leaders are now working on how we can implement what we have learnt 
to JCC's context. Continue to pray for us that God will give the pastors a direction for 
JCe. 

.Ma'ttilt e.tieaJi 

Greetings to you in Christ' Lovely Name! Christians are by default, disciples of Christ. 
One cannot be a Christian without being a disciple. ' 

The Marks of True Disciplesbip 

I n the Parable of the Sower (Luke 8:4- I 5), Jesus said 

that different people would respond to the gospel in 

ditTerent ways. Many will initially hear and obey the 

truth, but not all of these will keep the faith with 

endurance. Some will become unfaithful and faJl away. 

TIlOse who "have no root, " for example, may "believe 

[or a while," but in time of temptation they will fall 

away (v. I 3). Still others are "choked with cares, riches, 

and pleasures of life." Jesus said that these will "bring no fruit to maturity" (v.14). 


The ,truth of the matter is, it takes a certain kind of character to...~~ 
~ 

seek God faithfully, and not everyone will choose to have that ~~~ kiind of character. The ca1l of the gospel separates those who 
~V" ,. have a "root" in themselves from those who do not. Knowing 

this ought to stimulate some serious thought concerning our # ' iiby lUab own selves. Do we personally have what it takes? Arc ~	 we willing to be like those who have the strong inner 
character the gospel calls for? Seeking God requires 
"Three C's": courage, commitment, and confession . If 
we are not willing to pay the price in each of these 
areas, then we are not serious in being a disciple. 

Courage. At the very least, it takes courage to f01l0w the Lord. In , Rev. 21 :8, the 
fearful, or cowardly, head the list of those who will be lost. Courage is fortitude in the 


